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New Commissioner

Mariya Gabriel Nominated to be European Commissioner for Innovation
and Youth
(…and Research, Culture and Sport)
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President-elect Ursula von der Leyen said: "This team will
shape the European Way: we will take bold action against
climate change, build our partnership with the United States, 
define our relations with a more self-assertive China and be a 
reliable neighbour, for example to Africa. This team will have to 
stand up for our values and world-class standards. I want a 
Commission that is led with determination, that is clearly focused
on the issues at hand and that provides answers. I want it to be a 
well-balanced, agile and modern Commission. This team will now
have to gain the Parliament's confidence. My Commission will
be a geopolitical Commission committed to sustainable
policies. And I want the European Union to be the guardian of 
multilateralism. Because we know that we are stronger by doing
together what we cannot do alone."
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WHY HORIZON EUROPE?

• The Programme shall maximise Union added value by 
focusing on objectives and activities that cannot be 
effectively realised by Member States acting alone, but in 
cooperation

• The Programme’s general objective is to deliver scientific, 
technological, economic and societal impact from the 
Union’s investments in research and innovation
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OBJECTIVES
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• To strengthen the scientific and technological bases of 
the Union

• to foster its competitiveness
• to deliver on the Union strategic priorities and 

contribute to the realisation of EU objectives and 
policies

• to contribute to tackling global challenges, the 
Sustainable Development Goals by following the 
principles of the Agenda 2030 and the Paris Agreement, 

• to strengthen the European Research Area
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The structure vs H2020
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HORIZON 2020 STRUCTURE
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What’s holding back European innovation
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Lack of breakthrough and disruptive innovations that 
create new markets

Financing gap between R&D grants and private investment 
for scaling up innovative start-ups

Innovation 
performance

Innovation 
funding

Innovation
ecosystem

Many national & local ecosystems, but fragmented at 
European level
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The European Innovation Council

One stop shop for breakthrough & 
disruptive innovators

Agile funding from idea to 
investment 

Open to all innovators, in any field, at any time

Highest potential innovators selected on basis of ideas 
and team 

Pathfinder grants for advanced research on emerging 
technologies
Accelerator funding for innovative start-ups (<€2.5 
million grant, <€15 million equity) 
Crowding in private investment (VC, Invest EU)

Access to mentoring and advisory services and to  
knowledge partners (e.g EIT)
Expert Programme Managers to engage with projects 
and communities
Prizes for breakthrough technologies

Building ecosystems and 
communities

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-eic_en.pdf
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Tested under Horizon 2020, fully incorporated in Horizon Europe

Total estimated budget, M€
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First phase launched in 2018

ü Bringing together relevant Horizon 2020 schemes in one place 
(SME instrument, Fast Track to Innovation, FET Open, Prizes)

ü Introduction of open support for Start-ups and SMEs (no 
predefined themes)

ü Introduction of interviews with experienced innovators to 
select SMEs for funding

ü Launch of major prizes for breakthrough innovations, e.g low 
cost space launcher (€10 million prize); artificial 
photosynthesis (€5 million prize)

Þ 6000 applications received by start-ups or SMEs (for SME 
phase 2 grants)

Þ Majority combining different fields: digital, energy, 
manufacturing, health, etc. 

Þ 520 interviewed & 250 awarded funding (budget €450 million) 

Þ Fast process (grant awarded in under 4 months)

Þ Total budget in 2018 of €778 million for all EIC pilot actions

Second phase launched in 2019

ü Increased budget of €2.2 billion (€1.0bn in 2019; 
€1.2bn in 2020)

ü Introduction of pilot pathfinder, with 6 strategic 
emerging technologies targeted (human-centric AI, novel 
medical devices, zero-emission energy generation, etc

ü Introduction of pilot accelerator with option to apply 
for blended finance (combined grant and equity) 

ü New EIC Advisory Board to bring in leading innovators 
for ongoing design & implementation 

ü First EIC programme managers recruited to actively 
engage with pathfinder projects
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Accelerator Fund Pilot

http://tiny.cc/2dc0cz

http://tiny.cc/2dc0cz
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o Metà Settembre 2019 – Prima riunione deiMission boards.
o Metà Settembre 2019 – Insediamento dei gruppi di esperti sulle missioni del Comitato di Programma Ombra (un

gruppo per area).
o 24 - 26 Settembre 2019 - Giornate europee della ricerca e dell’innovazione (EU Research and Innovation Days):

serie di tavoli di lavoro sulla seconda bozza di piano strategico; presentazione dei Mission boards.
o 30 Settembre 2019 – Audizione del nuovo Commissario R&I.

o 24 Ottobre – Quinta riunione della configurazione strategica del Comitato di Programma ombra. Possibile
scambio di opinione con la Commissione ITRE del Parlamento europeo.

o 3° trimestre 2019 – Possibili consultazioni negli Stati Membri sulla bozza di piano strategico.

o 4° trimestre 2019 - IMission boards co-progettano (co-design) la rispettiva Missione e producono i loro risultati.

o 21 Novembre 2019 – Sesta riunione della configurazione strategica del Comitato di Programma ombra. Possibile
scambio di opinione con la Commissione ITRE del Parlamento europeo.
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o Novembre 2019 – Insediamento del nuovo collegio dei Commissari.
o Novembre 2019 – Finalizzazione del piano strategico, inclusa l’identificazione delle missioni specifiche e dei partenariati co-

programmati e co-finanziati. I risultati dei Mission board (i.e. identificazione delle missioni specifiche) si integrano nella bozza di piano
strategico HE.

o Dicembre 2019 - La Commissione sottopone la valutazione d'impatto sui partenariati istituzionalizzati al comitato per il controllo
normativo (Regulatory Scrutiny Board).

o 17 Dicembre 2019 - Settima riunione della configurazione strategica del Comitato di Programma ombra.

o Gennaio 2020 – Adozione del piano strategico di Horizon Europe. Presentazione delle missioni specifiche.

o 1° trimestre 2020 - Adozione del nuovo pacchetto legislativo per i partenariati istituzionalizzati, basati sugli articoli 185 e 187 del TFUE
(pacchetto unico).

o 1° trimestre 2020 – Opinione del Comitato di Programma ombra sul piano strategico di Horizon Europe.

o 1° Trimestre 2020 – Insediamento delle configurazioni tematiche del Comitato di Programma ombra ed inizio della preparazione del
programma di lavoro 2021-22 HE.

o Metà 2020 - I risultati deiMission board si integrano nelle bozze di programma di lavoro 2021-22 HE.

o 3° Trimestre 2020 – i co-legislatori adottano il nuovo pacchetto legislativo sui partenariati (pacchetto unico).
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USEFUL LINKS

• European Commission website 

• APRE sito - blog Verso Horizon Europe

• Framework Programme consolitated text – LINK (27/03/2019)

• Specific Programme consolitated text– LINK (15/04/2019)
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/designing-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme/what-shapes-next-framework-programme_en
https://www.versohorizoneurope.it/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/38902/st07942-en19.pdf
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8550-2019-INIT/en/pdf


@APRE2018

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

MARTINA DESOLE
desole@apre.it

NCP for H2020 NMBP
Head of International Cooperation

APRE
Agenzia per la Promozione

della Ricerca Europea
Via Cavour, 71 
00184 - Roma

www.apre.it
Tel. (+39) 06-48939993
Fax. (+39) 06-48902550
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How does it works?
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Grant or equity?


